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Charles City Central Park

5 pm-9 pm on august 6th

former nurse 
anesthetist 
at hospital 
pleads guilty
convicted in federal court of 
taking opioid drugs for own use, 
tampering with medications
By Bob Steenson
bsteenson@charlescitypress.com

A certified registered nurse anesthetist previously working 
under independent contract with the Floyd County Medical 
Center has pleaded guilty to stealing drugs from the hospital 
and using them himself, and to actions that resulted in injury 
or reduced care to some patients.

Christopher Scott West, age 44, of Charles City, had been 
charged in March in U.S. District Court with tampering with 
a consumer product; possession of a firearm by a drug user; 
and acquiring and attempting to acquire a controlled sub-
stance by misrepresentation, fraud, deception and subterfuge.

In one instance, during a laparoscopic surgery, West ad-
ministered three different forms of anesthesia to the patient, 
later admitting that he had done so because it would mean he 
would have narcotics left over for his own use.

The patient suffered complications from the surgery that 
required additional time in the hospital, multiple bladder 
catheterizations and resulted in ongoing problems, according 
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part of south main st. 
closed beginning today

South Main Street will be closed from Parkside Lane to 
the Charley Western Trail crossing for storm sewer work 
as part of the South Main Street asphalt overlay project 
starting today (Monday).

The storm sewer work is expected to be completed in 
about two weeks. Following the storm sewer work, South 
Main Street will be closed intermittently due to the asphalt 
overlay project.

Motorists are encouraged to avoid this area and utilize 
South Grand Avenue to 11th Street as a route to bypass 
the construction area.

Questions can be directed to the Charles City Engi-
neering Department at 641-257-6300.

Press photos by Kelly Terpstra

ABOVE and BELOW: The cast members of “The King’s Calendar” perform a Charles City Youth Theater production on Friday 
morning at the Charles Theatre.

Producing a play in a week
By Kelly Terpstra
kterpstra@charlescitypress.com

Thirteen brave souls bowed to the au-
dience on Friday morning at the Charles 
Theatre.

When their work was finished up on 
stage, a welcome applause reverberat-
ed throughout the structure that has been 
a mainstay for movies on Main Street in 
Charles City since 1935.

This production wasn’t straight from 
Hollywood or of the cinematic variety.

Every year since 2000, the Charles City 
Youth Theater has been performing a play 
and this summer was no different.

Directed by Robin Krueger and Linda 
Hughes – two retired middle school teach-
ers – 13 diligent and talented youths per-
formed “The King’s Calendar.”

They did it all in five days.
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Press photo by Kelly Terpstra

Returning members of the Charles City High School Class of 1969 pose for a photo Saturday in the high school gymnasium.

The Class of 1969 
reminisces on 50 
years since CCHS
one of schools’ 
largest groups 
marks milestone
By Kelly Terpstra
kterpstra@charlescitypress.com

Alumni traveled from near 
and far this week to share in a 
moment and take the time to 
remember.

The Charles City High 
School Class of 1969 celebrated 
its 50-year reunion this weekend 
and members of one of the larg-
est graduating classes that ever 
roamed the halls took a tour of 
their old school on Saturday.

Marilyn Buttjer, a retired 

teacher who still lives in 
Charles City, said the CCHS 
Class of 1969 was the biggest 
graduating class in the school’s 
history at the time with 265 
students. Close to 100 former 
students attended the reunion. 
She said some came from as far 
away as Switzerland and Brazil.

Buttjer remembers during 
her senior year toward the end 
of the school year when spring 
cleaning came a little early.

“We cleaned every locker at 
the end of the year. We washed 
them inside and out,” she said, 
laughing.

Buttjer said the CCHS Class 
of 1969 has awarded a $500 
scholarship to a deserving stu-

dent since 2000.
Justin DeVore, communica-

tions director for the Charles 
City Community School District 

and a 1994 CCHS alum, led the 
tour. More than 50 members of 
the 1969 class walked through 
the new middle school, which 

adjoins the high school.
Once the tour meandered into 

Mr. Pittman’s Social Studies 
room, fellow classmates were 

able to gaze at relic created 
from that era of the late 1960s, a 
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